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1. BEGIN SUMMARY: VANCOUVER MEETING JUNE 13-14 OF 
CANADA JAPAN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE WITH RESPECTIVE 
FONMINS LEADING DELEGATIONS, PRODUCED EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, 

MANY OF THEM VAGUE, ON WIDE VARIETY OF TOPICS. JAPAN 

FONMIN HATOYAMA BECAME EMOTIONAL ONLY WHEN EXPRESSING CON- 
CERN OVER US WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM KOREA. DESPITE 
PREDOMINENCE OF GENERALITIES AT SESSIONS, GOC CONSIDERS 
MEETING SUCCESSFUL SINCE EXCHANGES SHOWED INCREASED UNDER- 
STANDING ON BOTH SIDES. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHITTLETON, DIR, NORTHEAST ASIAN DIVISION, DEPARTMENT 
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OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (EXTAFF), GAVE EMBOFF FOLLOWING IM- 
PRESSIONS OF JUNE 13-14 VANCOUVER MEETINGS OF CANADA- 
JAPAN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS 
AGREED TO DURING PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU'S VISIT TO TOKYO 
LAST OCTOBER. DELEGATIONS WERE LED BY EXTAFF MIN JAMIESON 
AND JAPANESE FONMIN HATOYAMA. COPY OF JAMIESON SPEECH TO 
MEETING POUCHED TO EUR/CAN, EA/J, AND COMMERCE (OIM/ 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


FERNANDEZ). URANIUM SUPPLY DISCUSSIONS. WHICH WERE AN 
IMPORTANT SEGMENT OF MEETINGS. WERE REPORTED IN REFTEL. 

3. SESSIONS WERE DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS: BILATERAL 
TALKS BETWEEN IAMIESON AND HATOYAMA, PLENARY MEETING OF 
DELEGATIONS, AND INDIVIDUAL WORKING GROUPS ON ENERGY AND 
RESOURCES; AGRICULTURE; AND SECONDARY MANUFACTURING. 

4. JAMIESON-HATOYAMA BILATERALS INCLUDED TOUR D'HORIZON 
OF ASIAN POLITICAL ISSUES WITH HATOYAMA APPARENTLY LONG 
ON DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR SITUATION, BUT SHORT ON 
JAPANESE VIEWS OR POSITIONS. ONLY ON KOREA DID HATOYAMA 
DROP EXPRESSIONLESS PRESENTATION AND BECOME EMOTIONAL. 

HE EXPRESSED CONCERN AT US INTENTION TO PULL OUT GROUND 
TROOPS. JAMIESON REPLIED THAT US COULD MAINTAIN COMMIT- 
MENT TO KOREA EVEN WITH TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND HE NOTED 
LIKELY COST SAVING IN WITHDRAWAL. HATOYAMA RETORTED THAT 
IT CHEAPER TO MAINTAIN US FORCES IN KOREA THAN IN US AND 
THAT, IN ANY CASE, NECESSARY US FOLLOW-UP FINANCIAL COMMIT 
MENTS TO KOREA WOULD OFFSET ANY SAVINGS IN WITHDRAWAL. 
HATOYAMA THEN NDTED US MAINTAINS ITS NATO TROOP STRENGTH 
AND SUGGESTED THAT COMPARISON COULD LEAD TO CONCLUSION 
THAT US COMMITMENTS IN ASIA WERE WEAKENING. WHEN JAMIESON 
POINTED OUT PRESIDENT PARK ACCEPTANCE OF US INTENTIONS, 
HATOYAMA CONCEDED POINT BUT QUESTIONED HOW KOREAN PUBLIC 
WILL REACT. WHITTLETON NOTED EXTAFF SPECULATION THAT 
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LAST HATOYAMA COMMENT IMPLIED SOME DIFFICULTIES FOR PARK 
AMONG KOREAN PUBLIC, PARTICULARLY MILITARY. 

5. JAMIESON-HATOYAMA BILATERALS INCLUDED LITTLE ECONOMIC 
DISCUSSION. BRITISH COLUMBIA PREMIER BENNETT, HOWEVER, 

SAT IN FOR 45 MINUTES AND SOUGHT HATOYAMA COMMITMENT 
FOR LONG TERM JAPANESE CONTRACTS FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA 
COAL AND INDICATIONS THAT CANADA WOULD GAIN GREATER SHARE 
OF JAPAN'S COAL IMPORT MARKET. BENNETT GOT NO ASSURANCES 
ON EITHER POINT. 

6. WHITTLETON INDICATED THAT BOTH PLENARY SESSION AND 
MEETINGS OF WORKING GROUPS REPRESENTED EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
ON WIDE VARIETY OF ECONOMIC TOPICS BUT PRACTICALLY NOTHING 
IN WAY OF FIRM DECISION OR COMMITMENT. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, 
THAT CANADIANS HAD NOT EXPECTED THE LATTER AND FELT THAT 
SESSIONS WERE SUCCESSFUL FROM GOC POINT OF VIEW SINCE "WE 
GOT AT LEAST A SNIFF OF THEIR INTENTIONS." 

7. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH WHITTLETON FREQUENTLY REFERRED TO 
GENERALIZED AND OFTEN VAGUE NATURE OF MEETINGS, PARTICU- 
LARLY PLENARY AND WORKING GROUP SESSIONS, HE MADE IT 
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PLAIN THAT EXTAFF WAS SATISFIED WITH OVERALL RESULTS OF 
THE SESSIONS. MEETINGS DEMONSTRATED, HE SAID. THAT JAPAN 
CLEARLY INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING MOMENTUM IN GROWING 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

IN THIS REGARD, HE NOTED THAT JAPANESE DELEGATION INCLUDED 
22 TOP OFFICIALS. OBVIOUSLY, HE ADDED, JAPANESE INTEREST 
IN CANADA REMAINS PRIMARILY AS SOURCE OF RAW MATERIALS, BUT 
JAPANESE ARE COMING TO REALIZE THAT CANADA IS DETERMINED TO 
INCREASE PERCENTAGE OF EXPORTS OF PROCESSED AND MANU- 
FACTURED GOODS TO JAPAN. ENDERS 
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